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Dear reader, 
 
As part of a university that was founded in 1425, our libraries have undergone a turbulent history through 
the centuries: collections were taken to Paris and Brussels by French soldiers (1797), German troops burnt 
down the library twice (1914 and 1940) and when the French-speaking part of the university was 
established at a new location in Louvain-la-Neuve (1970-1979), the collections were divided between the 
two libraries.  
 
Despite this troublesome past, KU Leuven Libraries, with 24 locations throughout Flanders, today supports 
researchers of the most innovative European University with state-of-the art services and collections. 
The libraries fully support Research Data Management and Open Access and assist their users in making 
use of these services. With our Fair Open Access Fund we aim to guide our academics towards new ways 
of publication. We guarantee that our locations, collections and staff expertise provide students with the 
digital literacy and correct usage of information needed to start the next step in their careers. 
 
With their architecture and with several Flemish masterpieces in their collections, our libraries are an 
enriching part of the university’s cultural identity. 
 
We aspire the highest quality in all our services, from preserving and handling rare books and manuscripts 
to providing state-of-the art systems. To this end, we encourage our staff to keep on expanding their 
expertise through education, special projects and active participation to conferences and research. 
 
This brochure gives you an overview of all our collections, services and activities. I hope it will tempt you 
to visit our libraries and their on-site or digital collections. 
 
Hilde Van Kiel 
Director of KU Leuven Libraries 

INTRODUCTION
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12 LIBRARIES

KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen 
The 2Bergen libraries facilitate the Sciences 
& Technology Group and the Biomedical Sciences Group. 
The 2Bergen libraries can be found at 10 different 
locations throughout Flanders and Brussels.

KU Leuven Libraries Artes 
Artes is the research library supporting the Humanities 
Group and the Faculty of Arts.

KU Leuven Libraries Special Collections 
The Special Collections library preserves our library's 
heritage – manuscripts, (early) printed books, early 
modern paper and parchment artefacts etc. – and 
provides a large reference library on bibliographical 
history.

KU Leuven Libraries Campus Kulak Kortrijk 
The Kulak Campus library offers access to the scientific 
collection of 6 faculties. The library provides a second 
service as the learning centre of the campus at Kortijk.

KU Leuven Libraries Economics and 
Business 
The KU Leuven Libraries of Economics and Business 
provide a stimulating learning environment, an extensive 
collection of financial databases and (e-) publications 
and customised support for education and research.

KU Leuven Libraries Philosophy 
The Library of the Institute of Philosophy provides a very 
extensive collection in all domains of philosophy. In 
addition, it houses large research collections in more 
specific areas, in particular regarding phenomenology 
and antique and medieval philosophy. 

KU Leuven Libraries Agora Learning Centre  
Agora offers an informal learning environment that 
enables users to engage in various learning activities.

KU Leuven Libraries Maurits Sabbe Library 
The Maurits Sabbe Library has an extensive research 
collection in theology and religious sciences. It also 
preserves the heritage of these domains and manages 
an impressive collection of documentary religious 
artefacts.

KU Leuven Libraries Law 
The library of the Faculty of Law has an extensive legal 
and criminological collection, mostly printed, but 
increasingly online as well. The renovated historical 
location with about 400 working spaces is used daily by 
many researchers, students and those concerned with law.

KU Leuven Libraries Psychology and 
Educational Sciences 
The collection of the Library of the Faculty of Psychology 
and Educational Sciences focuses on psychology, 
pedagogy and special education. The library also 
maintains an extensive collection of historical 
schoolbooks and educational works.

KU Leuven Libraries Social Sciences 
The Library of Social Sciences actively supports 
education and research in the social sciences. 
The collection specialises in the study of 
communication, political sciences, social and cultural 
anthropology and sociology.

KU Leuven Libraries Campus Brussels 
The Campus Brussels library shares premises with the 
library of Odisee University College and offers a collection 
on Economics, Humanities (mainly Arts) and Law.
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SUPPORT SERVICES
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KU LEUVEN LIBRARIES LIBIS 

LIBIS provides reliable, flexible and innovative information 
solutions for libraries, archives, educational, research, heritage 
and public institutions. 
 

KU LEUVEN LIBRARIES CENTRAL SERVICES 

Libraries Central Services (LCS) support the core tasks of the 
KU Leuven Libraries in terms of purchasing policy (advisory 
role), document processing (acquisition and metadata) and 
knowledge management. Central Services provide specialised 
services for digitisation & document delivery, and are a 
support center for research and education. 
 

KU LEUVEN LIBRARIES POLICY UNIT  

These services include communication, financial support and 
reception. 

10 LOCATIONS ACROSS FLANDERS

24 LOCATIONS/BUILDINGS - 12 LIBRARIES/UNITS                                                             10 CITIES 
1     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Campus Arenberg                                                       Leuven 
2     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Learning Centre Désiré Collen                                     Leuven 
3     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Campus Sint-Lucas Ghent                                           Gent 
4     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Campus Sint-Lucas Brussels                                       Brussels 
5     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Technology Campus Ghent                                          Gent 
6     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Campus Bruges                                                          Bruges 
7     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Campus Diepenbeek                                                   Diepenbeek 
8     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Campus Geel                                                              Geel 
9     KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Campus De Nayer                                                       Sint-Katelijne Waver 
10   KU Leuven Libraries 2Bergen    Campus Aalst                                                              Aalst 
11   KU Leuven Libraries Artes         Antwerp                                                                     Antwerp 
12   KU Leuven Libraries Artes         Erasmushuis                                                               Leuven 
13   KU Leuven Libraries Artes         University Library                                                        Leuven 
14   KU Leuven Libraries                  Special Collections                                                      Leuven 
15   KU Leuven Libraries                  Campus Brussels                                                        Brussels 
16   KU Leuven Libraries                  Campus Kulak Kortrijk                                                 Kortrijk 
17   KU Leuven Libraries                  Economics and Business Campus Antwerp                 Antwerp 
18   KU Leuven Libraries                  Economics and Business Leuven                                Leuven 
19   KU Leuven Libraries                  Philosophy                                                                  Leuven 
20   KU Leuven Libraries                  Agora Learning Centre                                                Leuven 
21   KU Leuven Libraries                  Maurits Sabbe Library                                                 Leuven 
22   KU Leuven Libraries                  Psychology and Educational Sciences                         Leuven 
23   KU Leuven Libraries                  Law                                                                            Leuven 
24   KU Leuven Libraries                  Social Sciences                                                           Leuven

BRUGES

KORTRIJK

GENT

AALST

BRUSSELS

ANTWERPEN

GEEL

SINT-KATELIJNE-WAVER

LEUVEN DIEPENBEEK
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libraries and learning centres located 
in 10 cities across Flanders

2 900 000 
Our library catalogue contains 
almost 3 million bibliographic 
records of printed books 
available in our collections

12
2 827 
Subscriptions to electronic 
journals

9.6 mio 
Each year, KU Leuven Libraries spends almost 10 million euro 
on acquisition and access to electronic information.

198/175 
198 staff members 
(175 fte)

6.8 mio  
Each year students and 
researchers download 
6.8 million articles

4 800   
Our libraries and learning 
centres offer almost 5 000 
seats at 24 locations 1 100   

Study places are available 
for more than 1,100 hours a 
week throughout KU Leuven 
Libraries

140 000   
loans of books per year

130 km 
The bookshelves in our stock 
rooms provide space for 
130 kilometers of books and 
journals
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OUR COMMITMENTS

In line with the university’s policy plans, KU Leuven Libraries commits itself to:  
 
• granting researchers optimal access to sources and tools essential for their research. Together with 

various other KU Leuven departments, we guide the entire research process from data creation to 
the publication of results. 

• ensuring an excellent experience for our students. In close partnership with lecturers at KU Leuven, 
we guarantee that our resources and staff expertise provide graduates with the information and 
digital literacy needed to start the next step in their careers. 

• ensuring that our rich collections and our buildings remain a central tenet in our university’s cultural 
identity and its connection to society at large. 

• aspiring to the highest quality in all our services, from the handling of our heritage collections to 
the operability of the management and discovery systems. 

• maintaining staff expertise up to date through education, projects and active participation in 
academic activities. Our employees acquire additional knowledge through participation in important 
international networks.  



RICH COLLECTIONS GUARANTEE SCIENTIFIC TOP QUALITY 

KU Leuven Libraries plays a crucial role in the support of research and education at KU Leuven. 
Its collections are amongst the most extensive and qualitative in Europe. Researchers and students can 
rely on information supply of the utmost quality, which is constantly being enriched according to the high 
demands of durability and quality. The rich heritage collections reflect the often stirring history of the oldest 
university of the Low Countries. KU Leuven Libraries also participates in academic research, in particular 
in the fields of digitization, information management, conservation and preservation of book heritage. 
 

TAILOR-MADE SERVICES 

KU Leuven Libraries gives special attention to the smooth and easy accessible unlocking of information. 
It constantly creates tailor-made services for researchers, teachers and students thanks to an extensive 
knowledge architecture, and a constant search for smart innovative solutions. 
 

STIMULATING LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 

KU Leuven Libraries offers an extensive supply of stimulating learning environments with ample opening 
hours for students and staff, both for individual study and collaborative learning. 

A LIBRARY FOR THE FUTURE
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At KU Leuven Libraries we are dedicated to providing the best services to our customers. We meet 
KU Leuven's needs in a client-oriented manner, taking into account that the university is a research 
and educational institute but also a provider of services to the community. To this end, we focus 
on the development of competences and innovation, using a high-quality, customer-oriented and 
demand-driven approach.  

PROFESSIONALIZATION 

KU Leuven Libraries aims to equip its staff with the 
necessary skills and tools to enable them to work 
in evolving work processes in an interactive and 
skillful manner. We take a leading role in innovations 
in the professional field and continue to focus 
on further professionalisation and training of all 
employees. TOB (Talent@the library) is a unique 
leadership development training programme to 
stimulate quality and innovation in our organisation.  
 
We stimulate accessible and open communication 
with all groups of staff and the co-operation with 
all executives within KU Leuven Libraries at all its 
active locations: e.g. internal newsletters, information 
sessions and days, workshops, focus groups. 

QUALITY MANAGEMENT 

We continuously evaluate our results and involve 
users in the improvement of our library, using 
internationally recognised benchmarking tools 
such as LibQUAL+. We adopted the LibQUAL+ 
protocol in 2008, 2012 and 2016 and the results 
helped us define our strategic planning. Our aim is 
to shift focus from measuring (statistics and 
satisfaction measurements) to the further 
development and stimulation of a quality culture 
firmly anchored in our organisation. This should 
result in a quality policy and statement that is 
supported by all KU Leuven Libraries employees. 
 

INNOVATION 

We venture to nurture a culture of innovation in 
order to create an organisation in which innovative 
thinking is deeply embedded.  

OUR APPROACH
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The history of KU Leuven Libraries collections reads like a 
thriller. In the span of one century Leuven university lost its 
complete collections in each of the two World Wars. When in 
the sixties the new francophone university Louvain-la-Neuve 
was created, all the books and manuscripts had to be divided 
over the two institutions. 
 
It is something of a miracle that at the beginning of the 21st 
century KU Leuven libraries succeeded in creating high-level 
collections in all fields again, including unique heritage 
collections of manuscripts, early printed books and early 
modern paper and parchment artefacts, which are renowned 
worldwide. 
 
Our Special Collections primarily focus on the history of the 
university. They house one of the finest collections in Europe 
on the history of the book. 
 
The most extensive religious history collection in Flanders can 
be found at the Maurits Sabbe Library. Its core was formed 
by two incorporated libraries: the library of the Northern Belgian 
province of the Jesuit order and that of the archiepiscopal 
seminary of Mechelen. 
 
More heritage collections are to be found at the library of 
Psychology and Educational Sciences (collection of historical 
school books) and at 2Bergen Campus Arenberg (historical 
maps). 
 
The Library of the Institute of Philosophy houses the renowned 
archive of the well-known philosopher Edmund Husserl. 
 
Students and researchers can rely on a large-scale electronic 
collection of journals and e-books, which is accessible from 
anywhere. 

OUR COLLECTIONS
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Lecture notes Logica by Michael Van Aerschot, 1761-1763 (KU Leuven Libraries Special Collections, MS 244)



UNESCO MASTERPIECE TITLE 

Under the UNESCO-treatises on cultural heritage, The Flemish Community has 
awarded the title of ‘Flemish Masterpiece’ to some of our items and collections: 
 
• The Anjou Bible: this illuminated Bible, known as the Bible Angevine, is an 

absolute masterpiece from the 14th century. It is richly adorned and was 
created in Naples around the year 1340 at the court of Robert of Anjou. 

• The library of Cardinal d’Alsace: this library was established in 1719 in Mechelen 
by Thomas-Philippe de Boussu et d’Alsace and comprises 4,500 volumes 
from before the French Revolution. De Boussu was archbishop in Mechelen 
from 1714 until his death in 1759. The library was designed to support the 
education of the clergy and covered not only religious topics but also literary, 
historical and philosophical works of the 18th century and older. 

• Cranevelt correspondence: the humanist Frans Cranevelt (1485-1564) kept 
up a correspondence with a vast network of friends and colleagues, including 
Erasmus, Thomas More and Juan Luis Vives. The collection contains 385 letters, 
most of them addressed to Cranevelt. 

• Collectio academica antiqua: the Collectio academica antiqua or the old 
academic collection groups all works published by members of the Old 
University of Leuven, from its foundation in 1425 until the abolition by the 
French government in 1797. 

11
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SUPPORT FOR NEW OPEN ACCESS POSSIBILITIES 

Thanks to new Belgian OA legislation, researchers have the right to share 
the text of their journal articles In Open Access (OA) after 6 or 12 months. 
This new legislation takes precedence over agreements with publishers 
and also grants permission to realize OA for older articles (published 
before the new law came into effect). KU Leuven Libraries supports the 
application of these new OA possibilities. When a researcher deposits a 
publication in the institutional repository Lirias, he or she can also grant 
approval to make maximum use of OA opportunities. The Open Access 
Support Desk in the library takes care of the rest.



KU Leuven Libraries is a valued partner in all stages of the research life cycle thanks to our expertise 
in information management and scholarly communication. We proactively respond to evolutions in this 
area in order to strengthen our expertise and support. 
 
We support research by offering physical and digital collections, services, tools and infra structure. 
The emphasis in our research policy is on supporting Open Science, with a strong focus on research data 
management according to the FAIR principles (ensuring that research data at KU Leuven are findable, 
accessible, interoperable and reusable where possible) and Open Access. 

KU LEUVEN FUND FOR FAIR OPEN ACCESS 

With the establishment of the Fund for Fair Open Access, KU Leuven is committed to supporting a 
cost-effective and sustainable implementation of OA. Fair OA offers all its well-known advantages, 
whilst at the same time avoiding a costly commercial business model for scholarly publishing. 
Furthermore, Fair OA strives to return control over the publication process to the scholarly community 
by making sure all legal rights (such as copyright) remain with researchers. The fund offers financial 
support for the publishing costs of OA books published by Leuven University Press, the publishing 
costs of articles in scientific journals, regardless of the publisher (on condition that these journals 
adhere to the principles of Fair OA and that their scholarly quality is guaranteed) and the costs of 
other OA initiatives, provided that these are non-profit and guarantee scholarly quality.

PARTNER IN RESEARCH
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KU Leuven Libraries invests in heritage collections. 
They are mainly preserved in the Special 
Collections and in the Maurits Sabbe Library. 
Special Collections focuses on the University's rich 
library heritage, but also on socio-economic history 
in Belgium or literature, to give just a few examples. 
This heritage consists of manuscripts, rare books, 
unique graphical work, and early modern paper 
and parchment artefacts. Special Collections 
houses also an elaborate reference library on the 
subject of book history. The Maurits Sabbe Library 
holds an impressive documentary heritage collection 
(200,000 rare books and 1,200 manuscripts), 
which mainly, but not solely, focusses upon the 
Bible and its editions, as well as upon books 
with a theological, devotional and liturgical content. 
The library aims at documenting the major religious 
currents and controversies North-Western Europe 
was faced with.  
 
The reading rooms welcome students and scholars 
from KU Leuven, but also from other research 
centers worldwide. Furthermore, larger and smaller 
exhibitions allow the public to become familiar with 
the collections. In the last ten years, digitisation has 
become a major asset. Visit the EXPO platform for 
our online exhibitions or background information 
on remarkable items of our collections, or browse 
through the lecture notes or printed books from the 
Old University by using the platforms Magister Dixit 
and Lovaniensia. 
 
- expo.bib.kuleuven.be 
- lectio.ghum.kuleuven.be/lectio/magister-dixit 
- bib.kuleuven.be/english/research/digitisation-

and-technical-imaging

Digitisation at KU Leuven Libraries increases 
access to the collections, presents digital copies 
of fragile materials, creates useable data based on 
physical objects, and uncovers elements that are 
invisible to the naked eye. The main focus is on 
high-quality digitisation, with regard to imaging and 
document handling and throughout the digitisation 
process. Digitisation activities rely on expertise in 
the fields of metadata creation, digital imaging of 
analogue objects, digital availability and preservation, 
legal issues and project management. Heritage 
collections held at KU Leuven Libraries form 
the main body of objects, with digitisation of both 
modern materials and external collections 
complementing the service.  
 
KU Leuven Libraries has an open-data policy for all 
its digitised collections that are based on materials 
belonging to the public domain. Anyone interested 
may download and freely use these images.  
 
The Imaging Lab is specifically equipped with 
state-of-the-art infrastructure for the digitisation of 
fragile and precious heritage materials in a 
controlled environment. It specialises in advanced 
imaging techniques such as multispectral and 
reflectance photography.  
 
Collection items are digitised in the Imaging Lab as 
part of the libraries' digitisation programme, in the 
framework of digitisation projects and research, 
and based on scan-on-demand requests. Through 
collaboration with research, new infrastructures 
and techniques, such as OCR and visualisation 
methods, are developed. 
 

Book Heritage Lab KU Leuven is an innovative 
expertise lab for research and conservation of 
manuscripts, early printed books and documentary 
heritage. The Book Heritage Lab focuses on 
diagnosis and research of the material history of 
medieval and early modern paper and parchment 
artefacts, with a special focus on book archeology, 
production, preservation, scientific imaging and 
conservation. 

LINKING PAST AND FUTURE
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MAGISTER DIXIT 

The Magister Dixit project created a large 
digital body of manuscripts and a virtual 
research environment based on the IIIF 
protocol for the lecture notes of the 
Old University of Leuven (1425-1797). 
Manuscripts from various institutions are 
presented together in a single virtual 
platform. 
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ADVANCED IMAGING 

The Imaging Lab is partner in research 
projects through which hard- and software 
systems and procedures for interactive 
visual documentation of heritage objects are 
developed. These systems and procedures, 
such as the Multispectral and White 
Light Portable Light Dome, Multispectral 
Photography and Pigment analyses, enable 
the investigation of the objects’ material 
characteristics.



The educational support programme of our libraries is 
threefold. One of the most important key activities in this 
field is the support of information literacy, where we offer 
our vast expertise to our lecturers, assisting them in their 
lectures, and using our web-based tutorial on information 
literacy as a powerful tool to fill the needs for each 
situation. Next to this formal support we organise an 
informal programme, called KUBIC (KU Leuven 
Bibliotheken Information Centre) to improve the 
information skills of our students, including PhD-students. 
In these short and demand-driven sessions, any student 
can learn to squeeze more out of the Limo search 
platform, to deal with reference manager software or to 
enable effective search strategies in several databases. 
 
We also gain expertise in the field of digital literacy, 
expanding the boundaries of traditional library support, 
by offering training in digital communication tools (such 
as Office 365), educational technology (such as wireless 
presentation) and digital technologies (such as VR and 
3D-printing), all based on the digital competences 
framework made available by the European Commission. 
 
Last but not least, we optimise existing library services 
such as Limo and we deploy new additional services 
to facilitate remote campus access (Lean Library) and to 
manage course libraries (Leganto). 

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT
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KUBIC 

Information literacy and research skills are essential competences for university students. 
Efficiently looking for, selecting, evaluating and using information in a correct way will not 
only benefit them during their time as a student, but will also prove its usefulness in the 
context of lifelong learning in their further careers.  
 
That is why KU Leuven Libraries founded KUBIC (KU Leuven Bibliotheken Informatie -
Centrum). KUBIC organises several short and practical workshops regarding information 
skills for both students and PhDs. The sessions take place on three locations (Agora 
Learning Centre, Campus Library Arenberg and Learning Centre Désiré Collen). 
The language of the session varies according to the attendees: if at least one person 
does not understand Dutch, the sessions will be held in English. That way, everyone 
can participate. Registration is not required. More information can be found on 
www.bib.kuleuven.be/kubic. 
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During my Master in Medicine, I had been advised to 
optimise my research skills. For this reason I 
contacted the learning centre at Desirée Collen. 
With a friendly welcome, the team referred me to 
the KUBIC sessions on how to use databases and 
reference managers. The session was easily 
approachable, no reservations were needed and it 
was free of charge! I was guided with enthusiasm and 
received personalised advice. I felt very fortunate to 
have this service available at the university. No matter 
what your level is, there is always something to 
discover in the world of databases. I hope more 
students will find their way to the library’s educational 
support.  

Jasmin Nelissen



LIBIS is part of KU Leuven Libraries and a division 
of KU Leuven Research & Development. For over 
45 years, LIBIS provides innovative IT solutions for 
the management and accessibility of library, archive 
and museum collections of KU Leuven and a 
network of external partners. For more than 10 years 
LIBIS has been providing technical support to 
OpenVlacc, a central bibliographic database for 
public library collections. LIBIS is also actively 
involved in the management of various KU Leuven 
platforms for support of research and education 
and closely collaborates with research groups in 
the development of virtual research environments 
for the collection, processing and sharing of 
research data. With a diverse team of around 
20 employees including consultants, web designers 
and software architects, it is in our mission to offer 
open, efficient, innovative and sustainable 
applications in dialogue with our partners.  
 

OUR SERVICES 

LIBISnet is the largest scientific library network in 
Belgium with more than 80 libraries. With Alma and 
Primo (Limo) we offer high-performance systems 
that allow libraries to collaborate on a large scale 
and manage and access their collections (print, 
digital or electronic) in the best possible way.

Limo is much more than just an OPAC, it is a 
contemporary personalisable search platform that 
provides access to an enormous wealth of (scientific) 
information and collections where access to the 
source material is central. 
 
In Lias everything revolves around archives; with 
scopeArchiv analog, digital and hybrid archives 
can be managed and accessed in an environment 
tailored to the archivist. A link with ODIS guarantees 
high-quality descriptions. 
 

Teneo ensures long-term preservation of files 
in an e-depot (Rosetta), guaranteeing unicity, 
authenticity and integrity. Via the Teneo Ingester, 
which is linked to various management systems, 
files can easily be offered for ingest after which they 
can be presented via high-quality viewers. 
 
Small and large heritage institutions use Heron. 
Due to the flexibility and openness of the systems 
(Omeka, CollectiveAccess, Teneo and LIBIS Resolv), 
different types of collections can be managed and 
made accessible in a professional, sustainable and 
visually attractive manner. 
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FROM LIBRARY AUTOMATION 
TO CUTTING EDGE INFORMATION SOLUTIONS



LIBIS is a development partner of Ex Libris. 
Together with Princeton University, Purdue 
University and Boston College, LIBIS has been 
involved in the development of Ex Libris’ new 
library platform Alma. Alma is a cloud-based and 
open system that makes use of web services 
and APIs to connect to other systems.  
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LIRIAS 2.0: 
A NEW INSTITUTIONAL 
REPOSITORY FOR KU LEUVEN 
ASSOCIATION 

Lirias 2.0 provides researchers and 
administrators with a modern environment 
for the management of research outputs and 
the monitoring of their scientific outreach. 
LIBIS was responsible for the technical 
implementation and migrated more than 
440,000 records to the new systems. 
Lirias 2.0 is an ambitious project in 
collaboration with different stakeholders and 
a complex integration of different tools 
and infrastructures. 
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REMARKABLE BUILDINGS

THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

The history of KU Leuven Libraries is 
closely linked with the atrocities of 
World War I. The actual University 
library building is not only designed as 
a modern library but also as a war 
memorial. Thanks to generous 
donations from all around the world, 
the new building was established in 
1928 based on the plans of the 
American architect Whitney Warren. 
With its 80-meter bell tower this is 
one of Leuven’s most impressive 
landmarks. The vast reading room is 
undoubtedly the eye-catcher of the 
whole building and as no other place 
represents the spirit of the Alma mater 
of Leuven. 

THE DESIRÉ COLLEN 
LEARNING CENTRE 

Named after one of Leuven’s most 
renowned life scientists and entre -
preneurs, the Desiré Collen Learning 
Centre is housed in the ALO-tower, 
which is one of the newest buildings 
on the Gasthuisberg Campus. 
The design of the rooms and the 
equipment are all about the students’ 
current needs: silent rooms as well as 
rooms for collective studying, flexible 
furniture and up-to-date educational 
technology. Students can have a 
break at the Alma restaurant on 
the ground-floor. The top floors of 
the building house state-of-the-art 
learning spaces. 

2BERGEN CAMPUS 
ARENBERG 

The famous Spanish architect Rafael 
Moneo transformed the remnants of 
a Celestine convent into a modern 
campus library. The new rooms are all 
arranged around the former cloister. 
Situated on the Science, Engineering 
and Technology Campus on the 
outskirts of Leuven, students can 
work and study here in a quiet and 
agreeable atmosphere. 

FACULTY OF  
ARCHITECTURE, 
CAMPUS SINT-LUCAS 
GHENT 

In Ghent, the library of the Sint-Lucas 
Campus of the Faculty of Architecture 
is housed in the former Dominican 
Convent, which was restored in 1992. 
The restoration campaign focused 
especially on the former spatial design. 
The square courtyard garden was 
rebuilt and brick facades are now 
finished again with a traditional layer 
of paint. The Faculty of Architecture 
has another campus in Brussels. 
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Throughout the history of KU Leuven Libraries donations have 
been a key factor in the reconstruction of its collections, each 
time they have been lost or decimated, twice by the atrocities 
of war and a last time on the occasion of the creation of the 
francophone university Louvain-la-Neuve. 
 
Nowadays our gift programme is focused on the further 
development of the heritage collections. The KU Leuven Library 
fund is incorporated in the overall KU Leuven University Fund. 
With the help of our sponsors, each year we are able to acquire 

a number of manuscripts, 
early printed books and 
other precious works and 
artefacts. 
 
Noteworthy is our Family 
Fund. Each year we offer 
the parents of graduating 
students the opportunity 
to make a contribution to 
this fund. In return an ex 
dono bearing the name 
of their daughter or son 
is attached to one of the 
newly acquired books.  
 

We are grateful to the many friends of the KU Leuven libraries 
who express their appreciation by supporting us.  

WITH THE HELP 
OF OUR FRIENDS

Every two years, we host a dinner for our sponsors. 
On this occasion we raise funds for a special project. 
For example, the dinner of 2018 raised funds for the 
acquisition of the alder excellenste Cronyke van Brabant, 
a cradle book written in Dutch in 1497 on the history of 
the Duchy of Brabant. The funds enabled us to restore 
the impressive coloured fold-out containing lineages of 
Brabant’s most famous persons.
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